Book of Revelation
36 – The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

[The Marriage Supper of the Lamb]


[6] Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,


“Hallelujah!


For the Lord our God



the Almighty reigns.


[7] Let us rejoice and exult



and give him the glory,


for the marriage of the Lamb has come,



and his Bride has made herself ready;


[8] it was granted her to clothe herself



with fine linen, bright and pure”—


for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.


[9] And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” [10] Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

[The Rider on a White Horse]


[11] Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. [12] His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. [13] He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. [14] And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. [15] From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. [16] On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.


[17] Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, [18] to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” [19] And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. [20] And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. [21] And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

(Revelation 19:6-21 ESV)
First Thoughts
· The first and second beasts and all who follow them are destroyed. (Dragon is next.)
· A rather graphic and gruesome portrayal
· Two suppers or one?
· Two parenthetical commentaries by John, each beginning with “For the…” (v8, 10), perhaps indicating the importance to him of these images
	Current passage
	Earlier references and OT allusions
	Comments

	[6] Then I heard… [11, 17] Then I saw…
	[1:10-16] John heard voice like a trumpet; he saw one like a son of man

[7:4, 9] John heard “144,000” and saw a great multitude
	Heard – saw pattern describes two perspectives on one scene

	[6] Voice of a great multitude
	[Dan 10:5-6] A vision of a man, clothed in linen, a belt of fine gold, body like beryl, face like lightning, eyes like flaming torches, arms and legs like burnished bronze, sounds of his words like the sound of a great multitude
	Daniel was shown that heavenly forces were contending for his people

	[6] Like the roar of many waters… mighty peals of thunder
	[1:15] Jesus depicted clothed with a long robe, a golden sash, eyes like flames, feet like burnished bronze, voice like the roar of many waters

[14:1-5] The 144,000 sing a song only they can learn, and their voices are like loud thunder, but also harps. They follow after the Lamb, wherever he goes.
	This depiction echoes previous Daniel reference. 

Taken together John seems to combine Jesus and the saints as a unit who sings the next song.

	[6] the Almighty reigns
	[11:15] Seventh trumpet: loud voices announce the arrival of Christ’s reign
	Completion of the events of the seventh trumpet; narrative of chapter 11, interrupted by the dragon, beasts, and Babylon, is about to resume

	[7] The marriage of the Lamb
	Gospels
	Marriage reference new and unexpected

	[7] His Bride
	New character
	Fourth woman in Revelation: (1) Jezebel; (2) Woman of Rev 12; (3) The Great Prostitute/Babylon; (4) The Bride [New Jerusalem]
First and third share identities; second and fourth identities – The Bride/New Jerusalem is the Church

The Bride is the partner to truth; Babylon was the partner to the counterfeit

	[7] Has made herself ready; [8] it was granted her to clothe herself
	[3:18] Laodiceans advised to purchase white garments from Jesus so that they may clothe themselves

[6:11] Martyrs under the altar given white robes
[13:10, 18; 14:12] Call for saints to endure and remain faithful. Call for saints to recognize the beast. Call for saints to keep the words [1:3] of Revelation and remain faithful.
	Jesus provides the clothing for his people, but they must choose to wear it, i.e., not succumb to the temptation of Babylon

	[8] Fine linen, bright and pure
	[18:16] Babylon clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls
	The Bride, in her pure beauty, contrasted with Babylon’s forced appearance of wealth and luxury

	[8] Fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints
	[Exodus; Leviticus] Fine linen part of priestly attire
[15:4] God’s righteous actions (δικαιωμα dikaioma: judgments) – same word translated “righteous deeds” in 19:8.
	Deeds: Endurance, faithfulness, keeping the words of Revelation, coming out of Babylon. Church also to serve in a priestly function; i.e., to mediate (represent) God to the world.
Judgments = just actions. Saints will live out God’s just actions.

	[9] Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb
	Fourth beatitude (1:3; 14:13; 16:15). Three more to come, for a total of seven.

[1:3] Blessed is the one who reads, hears, and keeps what is written in Revelation (words of this prophecy)

[14:13] Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

[16:15] Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his garment on

[Isa 25:6] Anticipation of a Messianic banquet.
	Who is invited? The Church is the Bride… Don’t press language too literally. The Church is also the guest.

	[9] These are the true words of God
	[3:7, 14] Letter to Philadelphia and Laodicea, the words of Jesus are true

[6:10; 15:3; 16:7; 19:2] God’s justice is true
	Revelation is a description of two systems, two ways. One is true, the other is a counterfeit. 

	[10] Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that… Worship God.”
	Revelation, up to this point, consistently describes only God as the true object of worship.

	Why does John start to worship the angel/messenger and include this episode?
1) Jews had come to revere angels and perhaps John is simply following his cultural norm, and includes this as a polemic against angel worship
2) A warning against elevating and worshiping messages and messengers (which religions tend to do)

	[10] Testimony of Jesus
	[1:2] John as one who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus

[6:9] Martyrs under the altar as ones who were slain for the word of God and for their witness [testimony] they had borne

[12:17] The rest of the woman’s offspring who keep the commandments [word] of God and hold [keep, bear] the testimony of Jesus
	“Of Jesus” – objective genitive: “about Jesus”; subjective genitive: “from Jesus”. We have consistently favored the latter to be primary interpretation in Revelation.


	[10] Testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy
	[1:3] Revelation is the words of prophecy

Looking forward – [22:7] “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book”
	Revelation is the testimony from Jesus. It contains commands for the saints to endure, remain faithful, and keep away from joining with the false systems of the world.

	[11] White horse… in righteousness he judges and makes war
	[6:2] First seal: a white horse… came out conquering, and to conquer

[Zech 14:3; Isa 11:4] War imagery
	Jesus leads the war against counterfeits. Making war against unrighteousness and injustice a common OT metaphor for judgment.

	[11] Faithful and True
	[3:7, 14] Words spoken to the churches are faithful and true (c.f., 19:9, the true words of God)
	What John heard in the first part are words of Jesus; what John sees in this section is also Jesus

	[12] Eyes like fire, on his head many diadems (crowns)
	[1:14; 2:18] Eyes like fire (c.f., Dan 10:5-6)

[6:2] Rider on white horse has one crown

[12:3] Dragon has seven diadems
	Description of Jesus goes back to the very beginning of Revelation
The True, with many diadems, is greater than the counterfeit, with just seven diadems

	[12] Name that no one knows but himself
	[2:17] Letter to Pergamum: the one who conquers will receive a stone with a name no one knows except the one who receives it
	Stone: a “ticket” to the victory ball, engraved with the name of the host

	[13] Robe dipped [some mss.: sprinkled with] in blood
	[Isa 63:2-3] The one who treads the winepress in wrath is splattered with blood
	Whose blood? It could be the Lamb’s own, it could be the saints’, or it could be of those who oppose the Lamb. Given that “tread the winepress” appears in v15, the last seems the best option

	[13] Name by which he is called is The Word of God
	[John 1:1] Jesus is the Word of God

[1:2, 9; 6:9; 20:4] “word of God” in conjunction with “testimony”
	Points to Jesus as the Lamb, Conqueror, and Judge
Saints are those who hold on to Jesus and what he has revealed (witnessed) about God

	[14] The armies of heaven arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses
	[7:4-8] The 144,000 described as a military census
[19:8] Description of Bride in fine linen

[14:4] The 144,000 follow the Lamb
	The 144,000, the Bride, etc. are synonymous. The army is not composed of angels, but saints.

	[15] A sharp sword from the mouth… rule with a rod of iron
	[1:16; 2:12, 16] Sharp two-edged sword from Jesus’ mouth

[Isa 49:2; Hos 6:5] Words as weapon

[Isa 11:4] “With righteousness he shall judge the poor… he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth”

[2:27; 12:5] rod of iron – reference to Jesus
	Weapons mentioned are not physical objects, but metaphors for words that come from God and Jesus; consequently the destruction described should also be seen as metaphorical

	[15] Tread the winepress
	[14:20; Isa 63:3] Judgment
	This “war” is judgment

	[16] Name: “King of kings and Lord of lords”
	[17:14] Lamb is “Lord of lords and King of kings”

[19:12] The name that no one knows
	The Lamb and the white horse rider are the same

	[17] Supper
	[19:9] Only other occurrence of “supper”
[Ezek 39:17-20; Isa 34:6; Jer 46:10] Judgment described as a feast where oppressors are the menu items
	Difficult to dismiss that the two suppers are related.

John borrowing OT imagery to describe the judgment in terms familiar to his audience.

	[18] Flesh of kings, captains, mighty men, horses, their riders, all men both free and slave, small and great
	[6:15] Kings of the earth, the great ones, generals, the rich and powerful, everyone, slave and free hid themselves in caves and rocks to try to escape the judgment
	Revelation does not describe multiple wars and judgments, but a single one (though this single one can be one that continues throughout Christian history until the very end)

	[19] The beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against the rider on the white horse and his army
	[13:1-8] The first beast goes to make war against the saints; its followers ask, “Who is like the beast and who can fight against it?” Its followers (army) gathered from all tribes and nations. 
[16:12-16] (Bowl 6) Dragon, beast, and false prophet call forth unclean spirits like frogs to gather kings of the earth to war against the saints, at a place called Armageddon.
	The battle and judgment that began to be described back in chapter 12/13 is the same one that is now finding conclusion here.  

	[20] The beast and false prophet captured
	[13:13-15] False prophet described in terms of second beast
	No description of battle, just the aftermath. Babylon has fallen and so now has the two beasts. 
The question “Who is like the beast and who can fight against it?” is answered. Up to this point the beast(s) appeared invincible, but that too is now revealed as an illusion when the true warrior comes out to wage war.

	[20] Thrown alive into the lake of fire
	[Dan 7] Beast is destroyed and body thrown into the fire
	Fire is frequently associated with judgment in the Jewish literature as well as New Testament. That does not mean the fiery judgment must literally take place. The primary meaning is in how fire consumes and destroys with no way to recover what was burnt up.

	[21] Rest were slain by the sword that came from his mouth and flesh given to the birds
	[15, 18] Nations, kings of the earth, etc. are “the rest”

[17] Birds promised flesh of defeated
	Closing bookend for this section. The marriage supper has arrived.


Summary Thoughts

· Revelation is meant to be read from beginning to the end. Injustice is done when passages are lifted out and interpreted outside the full context of the book. Injustice is also done when primacy is given to interpretation coming from outside the book where the book provides basis for sufficient interpretation.

· The “war” described in chapter 19 is not a physical war, but a war of ideas, principles, and words.

· This section is mostly narrative and descriptive of what is to come with little in the way of exhortation or lessons. The two important pieces may be the bits of John’s expanded commentary on the linen and testimony. Both relate in that they describe how God’s servants are to conduct themselves while waiting for God’s justice to fully manifest in the world.

· John ties up a great deal of earlier themes, but a couple more still remain – 

· Lamb’s wedding must still take place

· The Dragon must still be dealt with
